
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

Welcome from the Elementary 
Principal 

 
 
Welcome to ABA Elementary! 
 
ABA is a wonderfully welcoming, warm and diverse community of students, educators and                         
parents, united in working together towards the school's mission to provide "an international                         
education of the highest quality to enable students to be confident, responsible, caring,                         
life-long learners." 
 
In the Elementary School, we value each young person in our care as a unique individual,                               
each with particular strengths, passions, ideas, areas of potential and challenges. Our task is                           
to nurture each child towards achieving their potential in all aspects of their development.                           
Along with a firm foundation in academics, we strive to equip each child with skills and                               
attitudes that will enable them to thrive in and contribute to an uncertain, fast-changing                           
world. 
 
The International Baccalaureate's Primary Years Programme provides an excellent framework                   
within which we can reach our goals for every student's success. Its focus on authentic,                             
student-centred, inquiry-based learning allows our children to work collaboratively to ask and                       
answer questions, contribute and explore meaningful ideas and develop a deeper                     
understanding of the broader concepts underpinning all areas of learning.  
 
We hope you will find all the information you need in this Handbook. Please feel free to                                 
contact us directly if you have any questions. 
 
Sam Cook 
Elementary Principal 
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Our Curriculum 
 

ABA follows the International Baccalaureate’s Primary Years Programme as its curriculum                     
framework in the Elementary school. 
 

 
 

 
The International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP) is part of the IB continuum of                           
education, leading into the IB Middle Years (MYP) and Diploma Programmes (DP), which are                           
also offered at ABA.   

 
The PYP is designed for students aged 3 to 12. It focuses on the development of the whole                                   
child as an inquirer, both in the classroom and in the world outside. It is a framework guided                                   
by six transdisciplinary themes of global significance, explored using knowledge and skills                       
derived from six subjects areas, as well as transdisciplinary skills, with a powerful emphasis on                             
inquiry. 
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THE IB LEARNER PROFILE 
The Learner Profile guides all three programmes and lists the attributes we hope to develop in                               
our students as they become internationally-minded lifelong learners. 
 
As IB learners, we strive to be: 

Inquirers  We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We 
know how to learn independently and with others. We learn with 
enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout life. 

Knowledgeable 
 

We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge 
across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that 
have local and global significance. 

Thinkers  We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take 
responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in 
making reasoned, ethical decisions. 

Communicators  We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully 
to the perspectives of other individuals and groups. 

Principled  We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and 
justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people 
everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their 
consequences. 

Open-minded 
 

We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well 
as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of 
points of view, and we are willing to grow from the experience. 

Caring  We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to 
service, and we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others 
and in the world around us. 

Risk-takers  We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work 
independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative 
strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges 
and change. 

Balanced  We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our 
lives—intellectual, physical, and emotional—to achieve well-being for 
ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence with other 
people and with the world in which we live. 

Reflective  We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. 
We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to 
support our learning and personal development. 
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THE PROGRAMME OF INQUIRY  

The subject areas of mathematics, language, science, social studies, arts and personal, social 
and physical education are organized under six transdisciplinary themes. These themes 
provide ABA with the opportunity to incorporate local and global issues into the curriculum 
and effectively allow students to “step up” beyond the confines of learning within subject 
areas: 

Who we are 
An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and 
spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human 

Where we are in place and time  
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the 
discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives 

How we express ourselves  
An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 
beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic 

How the world works 
An inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on 
the environment 

How we organize ourselves 
An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the 
structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and 
their impact on humankind and the environment 

Sharing the planet 
An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other 
people and other living things; communities and the relationships within and between 
them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution. 

 
Each transdisciplinary theme is addressed each year by all students from Grade 1 to Grade 5, 
with students in ECE exploring four of the six themes. These transdisciplinary themes help 
teachers to develop a programme of inquiry - units exploring important ideas and requiring a 
high level of involvement on the part of the students. These units of inquiry are substantial, 
in-depth and usually last for several weeks. 

 
Since these ideas relate to the world beyond the school, students see their relevance and 
connect with it in an engaging and challenging way. Students who learn in this way begin to 
reflect on their roles and responsibilities as learners and become actively involved with their 
education. 
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All students will come to realize that a unit of inquiry involves them in an in-depth exploration 
of an important idea, and that the teacher will collect evidence of how well they understand 
that idea. They will expect to be able to work in a variety of ways, on their own and in groups, 
to allow them to learn to their best advantage. 
 

THE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMME 

Our early childhood programme is based on a foundation of play, through which children 
develop cognitive, creative, physical and social skills with the guidance of our highly 
experienced Early Childhood teachers and teaching assistants. We capitalise on young 
children’s natural desire to explore, inquire into and understand themselves and the world 
around them. Our EC curriculum is developed within the PYP framework and gives children 
the best possible foundation for later success in the elementary years.  
 
While children are learning many aspects of traditional subjects such as mathematics, reading 
and writing, science, art and more during their time in Early Childhood, we prefer to view their 
development more holistically. We use the following four domains as lenses through which to 
bring each child’s learning into focus. 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

● Identity 
● Interactions 
● Communication 

 
Physical Development 

● Gross motor development  
● Fine motor development 
● Active living 

 
Cognitive Development 

● Mathematics - number, shape and space, measurement, pattern and function, data 
handling 

● Language - reading, writing, speaking and listening, presentation 
 
Creative Development 

● Creating 
● Responding  

 
Children are often engaged in learning in all four domains simultaneously, but these lenses 
help teachers to identify progress in each area and plan for next steps. We will also be using 
these domains to report to you on children’s development.  
 
To see the detailed learning objectives for each domain of learning, please see our website. 

 
To find out more about the IBPYP, visit 
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/primary-years-programme/.   
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LANGUAGE & LITERACY 
 
Becoming literate 
Literacy invites the student into new ways of making meaning and exploring the world through 
language. ...students make meaning from written, viewed or oral text and apply their developing 
understandings of symbolic cues. Multiliteracies involve students in different ways of accessing and 
making meaning, including digital technologies and their vast potential for expression and 
audience. Through literacy, students uncover perspectives in texts and learn about the power of 
communication. Literature is a source of pleasure as well as thoughtful provocation as students use 
it to explore other ways of knowing and seeing the world. 

PYP Learning and Teaching (2018) p87 
 
Literacy is learned best when: 

● Learners experience pleasure and enjoyment throughout the different aspects of 
learning and using language. 

● Learners feel motivated by the real-world purpose of their language learning. 
● Learners believe that they are readers and writers and approach their literacy learning 

with a growth mindset. 
● Learners feel supported in their language and literacy learning.  
● Learners identify the purposes of literacy in everyday life. 
● Learners actively reflect on their language development to understand themselves as 

learners. 
● Learners make connections and build on their understanding of how written language 

is organised to convey meaning. 
● Learners apply their knowledge to express and convey meaning effectively in a variety 

of ways for different audiences.  
● Learners access, process and comprehend written language for a variety of purposes.   
● Through inquiry and exploration, learners build an understanding of the conventions 

of language. 
● Learners engage in challenging experiences that extend their language capabilities.  

 
Transdisciplinarity and literacy learning 
At ABA, language and literacy are the vehicles through which children learn. Spoken and 
written communication are interwoven into all the children’s experiences at school, from 
classroom-based learning, through specialist lessons and even during breaks. All teachers are 
language teachers and have a responsibility to identify and maximise opportunities to learn, 
learn about and learn through language.  
 
Learning language 
Speaking, listening, viewing, presenting, reading and writing are all transactional processes 
around using language to communicate. Oral language is the responsibility of all teachers, 
who should provide opportunities for children to engage in receptive and expressive 
communication, as well as consider types of language appropriate to different purposes and 
audiences.  
 
Learning about language 
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We support learners to understand how language works through exposure, inquiry and 
practice in phonemic awareness, phonics, spelling, word study. We have identified a selection 
of core resources that provide a framework for supporting children to progress in learning 
about language. These tools are used to support learners’ authentic inquiry into and use of 
language. 
 
Learning through language 
Learners use language and literacy as a tool to listen, think, describe, discuss, reflect and 
more throughout their learning experiences at school. Language is the vehicle through which 
knowledge, conceptual understanding, approaches to learning and learner profile attributes 
are developed.  Language exposes the thinking of the learner, and this is particularly valued 
and supported at ABA, using strategies such as visible thinking routines and number talks.  
 
A balanced approach to learning literacy 
At ABA, we understand the importance of striking a balance between immersing children in 
a whole language approach (where meaning is paramount, authentic reading and writing 
opportunities are provided, children are immersed in a literate environment, modelling and 
support) and providing systematic exposure to the skills needed to be literate (phonemic 
awareness, phonics, spelling, word study).  1

 
The focus of the reading programme at ABA is to foster a love of reading, strong                               
comprehension skills, and confident oral reading fluency. Students experience reading at and                       
beyond their level through regular read-aloud and shared reading. They have regular guided                         
reading sessions with their teacher, with a particular instructional focus, and practice at their                           
independent level during independent reading, and when reading at home.  
 
The writing programme ensures that students have opportunities to write frequently and for                         
a variety of purposes. Students learn the features of recount, narrative, information and                         
opinion writing, and focus on traits of good writing, such as ideas, organisation, word choice                             
and conventions. They also have opportunities to draft, edit and revise their writing through                           
to publishing, and regular chances to discuss their writing.  

 

   

1 http://www.ascd.org/publications/curriculum-update/fall1995/Whole-Language.aspx 
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MATHEMATICS 
Our philosophy about learning and teaching of mathematics is based on the following 

statements. Maths is learned best when: 

● Learners see themselves as confident mathematicians who “expect math to make 
sense” and “puzzle over what they don’t understand.”  

● Learners develop a growth mindset in an environment where mistakes are expected, 
respected and inspected, enabling confidence to grow. 

● Learners playfully approach mathematics and connect it to the world around them.  
● Learners can select and use appropriate strategies to solve practical, hands-on 

problem-solving activities and realistic situations. 
● Learners construct ideas about mathematical concepts before they transfer their 

understanding into symbols.  
● Conceptual understanding is developed when students are actively engaged in 

modelling, discussing, representing and applying mathematical ideas. 
● Fluency is developed through meaningful number activities that help students to 

“commit math facts to heart at the same time as understanding numbers and 
mathematics.”    2

● Learning engagements give opportunities for students to work at an appropriate level of 
challenge and to experience success (low floor - high ceiling) 

● Learners are given the time to think deeply, consolidate and reflect on their 
understandings, 

 
At ABA, we make meaningful links between the programme of inquiry and maths learning 
wherever possible. The mathematical strands of data handling, shape and space, and 
measurement are taught within a transdisciplinary unit of inquiry with additional focused 
teaching as required.  
 
Number, pattern and function are taught throughout the year, using maths-based units of 
inquiry, and core mathematics teacher resources. 
 
 
 

2 Fluency Without Fear  Boaler, J;  (2015) 
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Fig 1: How children learn mathematics (MTPYPH; 2009; pg 82) 

 
 
When planning for mathematics, teachers will intentionally plan engagements that ensure 
children can work at all of the above stages: 
 

Constructing meaning about mathematics 
“Learners construct meaning...by reflecting upon their interactions with objects and 
ideas...[at this stage, teachers involve] learners in an active learning process, where 
they are provided with possibilities to interact with manipulatives and to engage in 
conversation with others.” 
 
Transferring meaning into symbols 
“Only when learners have constructed their ideas about a mathematical concept 
should they attempt to transfer this understanding into symbols… Learners should be 
given the opportunity to describe their understanding using their own method of 
symbolic notation, then learning to transfer them into conventional mathematical 
notation.” 
 
Applying with understanding 
“...authentic activities should include a range of practical hands-on problem-solving 
activities and realistic situations that provide the opportunity to demonstrate 
mathematical thinking through presented or recorded formats. In this way, learners 
are able to apply their understanding of mathematical concepts as well as utilise 
mathematical skills and knowledge.” 
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SCIENCE 
Science is taught within units of inquiry as part of the transdisciplinary programme of inquiry.                             
There is an emphasis on hands-on learning experiences, opportunities to inquire into                       
authentic problems, and challenging students to answer open-ended questions with                   
investigations of their design. The knowledge component of science in the PYP is arranged                           
into four strands.  

Living Things: The study of the characteristics, systems and behaviours of humans                       
and other animals, and of plants; the interactions and relationships between and                       
among them, and with their environment.  
Earth and Space: The study of planet Earth and its position in the universe,                           
particularly its relationship with the sun; the natural phenomena and systems that                       
shape the planet and the distinctive features that identify it; the infinite and finite                           
resources of the planet.  
Materials and Matter: The study of the properties, behaviours and uses of materials,                         
both natural and human-made; the origins of human-made materials and how they                       
are manipulated to suit a purpose.  
Forces and Energy: The study of energy, its origins, storage and transfer, and the work                             
it can do; the study of forces; the application of scientific understanding through                         
inventions and machines. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
Social studies is taught within units of inquiry as part of the transdisciplinary programme of                             
inquiry. There is an emphasis on inquiring into significant and relevant areas of study,                           
exploring a range of perspectives, including individual, local, multicultural and global                     
dimensions, and using factual information to deepen conceptual understanding of the world.                       
There is also a strong emphasis on empowering students to be responsible and to take action                               
in our world today. The knowledge component of social studies is arranged into five strands:  

Human Systems and Economic Activities: The study of how and why people                       
construct organisations and systems; the ways in which people connect locally and                       
globally; the distribution of power and authority.  
Social Organization and Culture: The study of people, communities, cultures and                     
societies; the ways in which individuals, groups and societies interact with each other.  
Continuity and Change through Time: The study of the relationships between people                       
and events through time; the past, its influences on the present and its implications for                             
the future; people who have shaped the future through their actions. 
Human and Natural Environments: The study of the distinctive features that give a                         
place its identity; how people adapt to and alter their environment; how people                         
experience and represent place; the impact of natural disasters on people and the                         
built environment.  
Resources and the Environment: The interaction between people and the                   
environment; the study of how humans allocate and manage resources; the positive                       
and negative effects of this management; the impact of scientific and technological                       
developments on the environment.  
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CREATIVE ARTS  
Arts are a powerful mode of communication through which students explore and construct a                           
sense of self and develop an understanding of the world around them. Two common strands                             
have been identified that apply across the different art forms and the artistic process:  

Creating: Opportunities to communicate meaning, develop technical skills, take                 
creative risks, solve problems and visualise consequences. Students are encouraged to                     
draw on their imagination, experiences and knowledge as starting points for creative                       
exploration. They have opportunities to explore their interests, beliefs and values, and                       
to engage in a personal artistic journey.  
Responding: Opportunities for students to respond to their own and other artists’                       
works and processes. By responding to artwork, they can develop the skills of critical                           
analysis, interpretation, evaluation, reflection and communication. They also become                 
more mindful of their artistic development and the role that arts play in the world                             
around them.  
 

In the PYP, arts are identified as music, visual art, dance and drama. Homeroom teachers                             
deliver the Visual Art programme and incorporate drama into units of inquiry wherever                         
possible. PE teachers incorporate dance (movement composition) into their programme of                     
inquiry. 
 
Music is taught as a specialist subject and includes a performing strand along with creating                             
and responding. There is an emphasis on listening to, analyzing and learning music from a                             
variety of cultures and historical periods, working independently and collaboratively to create                       
arrangements of songs, learning strategies for reading musical notation, learning techniques                     
for playing a variety of musical instruments, improvising rhythms and melodies, creating and                         
performing original compositions using musical concepts, and receiving and providing                   
constructive criticism.  
 

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PSPE)  
At ABA, PSPE lessons are fun, engaging and active learning experiences. PSPE is taught 
through an inquiry-based and transdisciplinary approach. Concepts, skills, knowledge, and 
attitudes are embedded throughout the PSPE curriculum, and students are encouraged to 
take ownership of their learning through a process of planning and reflection. A focus on 
physical, social and emotional well being encourages students to participate in an active and 
healthy lifestyle, through three strands: 
 

● Identity 
● Active living 
● Interactions 

 
Students are exposed to many learning experiences in the following areas: 

● Individual Pursuits (track and field, swimming) 
● Movement Composition (dance, gymnastics) 
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● Games (invasion games, striking and fielding games, net games) 
● Health-Related Fitness 
● Adventure Challenge 

 

ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE - ARABIC 
The acquisition of an additional language enriches personal development and is one of the                           
keys to promoting international understanding. It is a requirement for all PYP schools to offer                             
an additional language. At ABA, we offer the host country language, Arabic, for all students                             
from Grade 1 onwards. Students benefit from four 40 minute lessons and are grouped                           
according to their language background and previous experience of Arabic. The primary focus                         
is on gaining confidence in speaking and listening, but students with more knowledge of                           
Arabic also begin to learn to read and write Modern Standard Arabic.  
 

INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY AND       
DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP 
Information Communication Technology is of great importance at ABA. Our philosophy for the 
use of technology is that it should be an integral tool for learning. Therefore, we have 
integrated the use of technology into our programme, ensuring the students all use 
technology for investigating, creating, communicating, collaborating and organizing; as well as 
working towards becoming responsible digital citizens.  
 
Students in Early Childhood, Grades 1 and 2 have regular access to school iPads. Students in 
Grades 3-5 are required to have their own iPad to access the curriculum fully. It is possible to 
order classroom-ready iPads with keyboard cover and apps needed through the school. If you 
prefer to buy your own device, the specifications and requirements are available on request. 
Students in Grades 3-5 are asked to review our Student Internet, Email and Tablet Agreement 
(a copy is included at the end of this Handbook), discuss with their parents, then sign and 
return it to school. 
 

LIBRARY 

The elementary library is a hub for learning throughout the school day, as well as a haven for                                   
students and parents to deepen their relationship with books. As the physical and virtual                           
learning centre of the school, the library offers close to 15,000 resources in audio, image,                             
fiction, non-fiction, electronic and foreign language resources for use by students, teachers                       
and parents. All students have a weekly opportunity to check out books, as well as times when                                 
they can use the library to connect with their units of inquiry, develop their research skills and                                 
experience the pleasure of reading. 
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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 

Teachers use a variety of ongoing assessment tools and methods to find out what children                             
know, understand and can do. Formative assessments are ongoing throughout daily teaching                       
and learning and help children and teachers to determine what children already know to plan                             
the next stages of learning. Summative assessments give students opportunities to                     
demonstrate what they have learned. Some of the many assessment strategies used by                         
teachers include:  

● observing students’ behaviour and responses to a particular task  
● taking photos of learning in progress and annotating them  
● asking children open-ended questions to assess their understanding and recording                   

their responses  
● giving children open-ended tasks, individually or in groups, observing the process and                       

the product to evaluate knowledge, skills and understanding  
● written or recorded tasks, including simple tests  
● gathering  assessment data in reading, writing, spelling and mathematics  

 
Ongoing assessment 
Continuums are teachers’ main way of recording student progress over time in the areas of                             
reading, writing and mathematics. Rather than expecting all children to reach specific targets                         
at specific times, we see student learning as a journey, and the continuum as a map that can                                   
show how far each student has come, and what the next steps are. Teachers update                             
continuums twice a year and use this information to track individual student progress. 
 
 
Seesaw - online portfolio 
Parents can access a broad picture of what their child is learning through Seesaw, our online                               
portfolio. Student portfolios support a purposeful and ongoing process of reflection, by                       
collecting student and teacher-selected work designed to document continuous student                   
learning and growth in a meaningful and compelling way. Portfolios serve to: 

● celebrate products or achievements 
● document the learning process 
● show goal-setting and working towards goals 
● reflect on learning 
● demonstrate student agency 
● record learning in a variety of areas - knowledge, skills, approaches to learning, 

attributes of the learner profile, self-reflection 
● facilitate regular feedback on learning from teachers  

The primary audience of the portfolio is the student. It provides a continuous tool for 
personal reflection about learning and growth, as well as a platform to share and articulate 
their learning and reflection (e.g., when talking about learning with their parents at home or 
during conferences). The portfolio also provides information to teachers and parents on 
student progress, giving opportunities for student feedback, individual reflection and data 
collection. 
 
Seesaw is also a powerful tool to support our distance learning plan in the event that students 
cannot work on campus. Teachers can post announcements, videos and other invitations to 
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learning. Personalised tasks are posted under the “Activities” tab, where students can post 
their responses and teachers can provide individual feedback. 
 
Conferences 
Parents are invited to a conference with their child twice a year. The first, in October, is                                 
facilitated by the teacher and is a significant opportunity to share initial progress, strengths,                           
goals and action plans in the months leading up to the mid-year reporting period. The second                               
conference is held in March and is student-led. Children prepare a plan to help them guide                               
you through the learning they would like to share with you. They will also share with you their                                   
progress towards the goals they have set and new priorities for learning. They can also share                               
their learning in the specialist subjects during this conference. 
 
Written reports 
You will receive two written reports, one at the end of each semester (February and June). In                                 
Early Childhood, these reports are organised around the four domains of learning. In Grades                           
1-5, you will receive information about your child’s progress in language, maths, specialist                         
subjects and their approaches to learning, as well as their learner profile.  
 

THE GRADE 5 EXHIBITION  

The Exhibition is an integral part of the PYP for all students. In the final year of the 
programme, students undertake a collaborative, transdisciplinary inquiry process that 
involves them in identifying, investigating and offering solutions to real-life issues or 
problems. As the culminating experience of the PYP, the Exhibition provides students with an 
exciting opportunity to demonstrate independence and responsibility for their learning. 
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The School Day 
 

 

DAILY SCHEDULE 

Classroom doors open at 7.15 am for all classes. 

Class  School day timings 

K1  7.30am-12.00noon 

K2  7.30am-1.00pm 

K3  7.30am-2.00pm 

G1-5  7.30am-2.10pm 

 
Students in Kindergarten benefit from a staggered start and end time for the first few weeks to 
help them settle in. Information will be sent to parents about arrangements for the beginning 
of the year. 
 
All Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2 classes have full-time Teaching Assistants. 
To enrich and strengthen the classroom program students benefit from Specialist teachers                       
delivering scheduled classes in Music, Library, IT, Arabic (Grades 1-5), and Physical                       
Education (including swimming from K2).  
 
Class teachers will send home copies of their schedule in the first week of school to assist 
families’ preparations for school. 
 
All students from K2 (second semester)-Grade 5 have weekly swimming classes, and we                         
expect all students to participate. If a student is unable to participate in PE or swimming for a                                   
medical reason, a note from parents is required. It should be given to the PE teacher. 
 

BEFORE SCHOOL 

Classroom doors open at 7:15 am. Students who arrive before this time must be supervised by 
the adult who brings them to school. 

Students who arrive at school after 7.40 am MUST report to Reception and collect a late slip                                 
so that attendance can be updated. This is particularly important to maintain our safety                           
requirements and be aware of all students on campus.  

Cars are expected to drop students and leave the school grounds promptly, as this                           
ensures a steady flow of traffic. Parents and drivers are expected to observe the directions                             
given by the guards in the car park. Priority is given to pedestrians using the pedestrian                               
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walks in the car park. 

The main gate has a security guard, and an ID pass must be shown to access the ABA                                   
Campus. ID passes are available from the school reception. 

Students need permission from parents and a gate pass from the reception to leave campus                             
during the school day. The student may be collected from the classroom, or arrangements                           
should be made at reception. 
 
The safety of students is a primary concern, and we ask for your cooperation, particularly at                               
the end of the day. If you do not collect your child, please stress our expectations to                                 
employed drivers. 
 
 

SNACK AND LUNCH TIMES 

All classes have two breaks during the day - each including the time to eat and time to play. 
 
Grade 1-5 breaks are 9:00-9:30 and 11:30-12:10 pm. Supervised break-time locations vary                       
throughout the year according to the temperature. 

K1-Grade 2: All students bring their food in a chilled lunch box or bag. We encourage children 
to bring healthy food that is low in sugar and salt. Soft drinks are not permitted. All children 
bring a water bottle which can be refilled from coolers at school. 

Grades 3-5: Students can bring their lunches and have the option to purchase snacks or lunch 
from the cafeteria. We encourage families to use the cafeteria intermittently, recognizing that 
it does provide a convenient alternative. 

Children are not permitted to share food items for health and safety reasons. 

DISMISSAL 
Students in Kindergarten have supervised dismissal. This means that parents or designated                       
adults collect them from the classrooms. No child will be released to an adult who has not                                 
been previously authorized by the parents. 

 
Children in Grades 1 and 2 also have supervised dismissal; however, parents can contact                           
teachers in person or by email to make alternative arrangements. 
 
Grades 3, 4 and 5 students dismiss on their own. Parents need to arrange with them                               
beforehand where you will meet and how they will get home. If you are collecting them by car,                                   
they need to sit and wait in the car-line waiting area. 

 
If a student has not been collected by 2:30 pm, they should come to Reception (younger                               
children will be accompanied). Here, the office staff will record their names and will ask the                               
person who collects them to sign and log the time of departure. Office staff can also help                                 
children to call their parents if necessary. 
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Students are not allowed to remain on the Elementary Campus after school, including the                           
playground, unless they are supervised by an adult or are participating in a school-sponsored                           
activity. The library is not open to unsupervised children after school. 
 

Elementary Life 
 

After School Activities (ASA) program 
The program is coordinated by Ms Raewyn Jack for children in Grades 1-5. After School,                             
Activities run from 2.15-3.00pm on Sundays, Mondays and Wednesdays, and there are four                         
sign-up sessions. Please note that activities for Grade 1 students begin in the second                           
semester. The programme includes a broad range of ASAs run by staff members. The                           
activities fall into the following categories: Arts and Crafts; Performing Arts; Recreation and                         
Sports; Technology; and Supporting the Classroom. More information can be found on the                         
ABA website and will be sent to parents ahead of sign-up times. 

Assemblies 

The elementary school regularly invites parents to celebrate with their child their ongoing                         
learning at mini-exhibitions, assemblies and interactive events. The students take the lead to plan,                           
organise and present at these events reflecting their learning and collaboration over time. Grade                           
level teachers will keep parents notified of the dates of the upcoming events. 

Behaviour 
We take a positive and proactive approach to behaviour management. We use the IB Learner                             
Profile to help us frame agreements about appropriate behaviour around the school. Classes                         
often begin the year by collaboratively developing behaviour agreements, and all our                       
expectations are framed around the ideas of being safe, showing respect for self, others and                             
the environment, and doing our best. 

 
Kelso’s Choices encourage students to solve small problems using a variety of strategies, and                           
all teachers use these as a reference point to promote independence. 

 
However, when a classroom, school, or playground expectation is not met, students should be                           
aware that there will be a consequence. Consequences are discussed with students and are                           
intended to provide an opportunity for them to learn from their choices and put better                             
decisions into practice in the future. 
 
Consequences may include:  

● A time-out or cooling-off period 
● A reflection of their actions or choices, sometimes in written form 
● Missing a break or other favourite activity 
● A compensatory action - to attempt to resolve the conflict. 
● Negotiating a behaviour plan 
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● Students who repeatedly break the rules or defy adult directions may be sent to the                             
Assistant Principal. 

● Students who intentionally hurt others will be sent to the Assistant Principal. 
● Repeated visits to the Assistant Principal may result in a student being sent home. 

 
Bullying 
No form of bullying or harassing behaviour will be tolerated at ABA. Bullying is defined as 
“intentional, repeated, hurtful acts, words or other behaviour, including name-calling, 
threatening, shunning and deliberate exclusion, by one or more persons against others.” 
Bullying may be physical, verbal, emotional, or occur online. In cases where bullying is found 
to be happening, the Assistant Principal or Principal, in collaboration with the counsellor and 
class teacher, will be involved in determining appropriate consequences to ensure all students 
feel emotionally and physically safe at school. 
 

Celebrations 

Parents are welcome to have a small celebration for their child’s birthday. They may bring in a                                 
cupcake or savoury for each child. Juices, candies, give away bags and presents for students                             
are not permitted. Please talk to your child’s teacher if you would like to arrange a birthday                                 
celebration for your child. The end of the day usually works best for such celebrations. 

Many diverse celebrations hold importance for members of our school community, and we                         
encourage children to learn about these (rather than celebrate them), to develop intercultural                         
understanding and respect. If a parent would like to share a story or information about a                               
cultural or religious celebration, we ask that you share the content with the class teacher first.                               
We are required to abide by local laws and aim to ensure that we share information                               
appropriately and sensitively.  

Classes generally hold two class parties a year. These are an excellent time to contribute food                               
to share, but we ask parents to be mindful of food allergies or restrictions and to try to avoid                                     
food waste and single-use plastic.   

Communication 

Communication with teachers 
Teachers will share information about the grade and the class at the start of the year, and                                 
then as the need arises. Teachers will also regularly update SeeSaw, our platform for sharing                             
student learning with parents. Your class teacher will share information with you about how                           
to sign up for SeeSaw. 
 
Teachers are always available to discuss questions or concerns you may have about your                           
child. They can be contacted by email, and this is probably the best way to arrange a mutually                                   
convenient time for a conversation. Brief information-sharing is possible at the start of the                           
day between 7.15 am, and 7.30 am, or during dismissal. Please arrange a meeting for anything                               
more involved. 
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Communication with the Principal 
The Elementary Principal has an office in the Administration Building. Appointments can be                         
made through Reception. You are welcome to contact the Principal for any of the following: 

● You have spoken with your child’s class teacher but still have questions or concerns. 
● You would like to discuss a matter that is not directly connected to your child and their                                 

class but is more general, such as curriculum queries, or organisational issues. 
● In case of an emergency. 

Eco Rangers 

The Eco Rangers elementary environmental club has student representatives from each                     
classroom and is guided by a teacher supervisor. The Eco Rangers promote environmental                         
awareness through their bulletin board displays, at assemblies and through class                     
representatives facilitating conversations and activities with their classmates. The Eco Rangers                     
also participate in the Eco Schools Muscat Eco Summit, which is hosted by a different member                               
school each year. The Eco Ranger members are (p) elected by their classmates, and the                             
representatives change 2-3 times during the year to allow for more students to participate as                             
Eco Rangers. 

Home Learning 
We describe home learning as any activity in which students are involved outside of the                             
regular school day that contributes to their education. Our priority for home learning is that it                               
is relevant and engaging for children and that it should not create stress or pressure. Free                               
play, after school activities, family time and exercise are also crucial in your child’s                           
development. 
 
Reading should form a natural part of the daily home routine, and emphasis should be on                               
shared enjoyment of reading. Reading at home is an excellent means of developing thinking                           
skills, increasing fluency, developing language skills and helping children build confidence with                       
their reading. 

We expect that every child should spend some time at home daily, reading or sharing books                               
they have chosen, with a focus on pleasure and enjoyment. From EC - Grade 2, we strongly                                 
recommend that reading time is shared with an adult, and should include adults reading                           
aloud to their children. Beyond Grade 2, while children are able to read more independently,                             
adults are still encouraged to regularly spend time reading, sharing and talking about books                           
with their child, including reading aloud to them. Reading in the home language is also                             
essential and encouraged. 

Apart from reading, children may sometimes be invited to participate in home learning                         
activities connected with the learning in class, or encouraged to pursue their own personal                           
inquiries. Home learning tasks might involve collecting information from sources at home,                       
responding to tasks at school using technology, or undertaking small personal projects. By                         
Grades 4 and 5, some more regular tasks may be set to give children practice in essential skills                                   
and encourage time-management. Home learning will be shared and celebrated at school, but                         
will not be used for assessment purposes. 
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Muscat Primary Sports League (MPSL) 
The Muscat Primary Sports League (MPSL) provides member schools in Muscat the                       
opportunity to conduct inter-school athletic activities.  MPSL strives to; 

● Promote and encourage fair play 
● Provide a quality sports programme for all participating students 
● Encourage students to perform to the best of their ability 

There are two divisions in the MPSL, U9 for the Grade 2-3 students and U11 for the Grade                                   
4-5 students. Throughout the year, our students have the opportunity to participate in                         
tournaments and clinics in a variety of sports such as; basketball, bench ball, TBall, athletics,                             
swimming, etc. 

Student Council 

The Elementary School Student Council (Grade 1-5) is an elected group of students who liaise                             
to improve the quality of student life in the elementary school. There are: 
 
Two representatives from each class in Grades 1 and 2 
One representative from each class in Grades 3-5 
One Executive Council member from each of the Grade 5 classes. 
 
Students meet weekly to address issues, raise awareness and plan activities such as spirit                           
days and fundraisers. Representatives further enable communication between students and                   
administration. 

Tech Team 

The Elementary Tech-Team includes students from Grades 2-5, and two representatives are 
elected from each class. The team meets once a week to discuss, explore and use different 
types of technology available at school, including computer programming, electronic circuits, 
robotics, virtual reality, augmented reality and more. They also plan and run tech-related 
events including  Digital Citizenship week, Hour of Code week, and Maker Day.  
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CHILD PROTECTION - PARENT COMMITMENT 

 
 Child Protection Policy 7.6.3 
  
ABA seeks to be a safe haven for all our students. Child Protection procedures derived from this policy                                   
will be stated in an ABA Child Protection Handbook. This handbook will be communicated to all who                                 
work with ABA students. 
 
All staff employed at ABA must report suspected incidents of child abuse or neglect whenever the staff                                 
member has reasonable cause to believe that a child has suffered, or is at risk of suffering abuse or                                     
neglect. 
  
Reporting and follow up of all suspected incidents of child abuse or neglect will be in accordance with                                   
Omani law and the child protection procedures resulting from this policy statement. 
  
Parent commitment 
  
We acknowledge that by enrolling our children at ABA, we understand the commitment to upholding                             
rights and protecting all children. We also recognize the importance of these values in the education of                                 
our children, and agree to reinforce these values at home. 
   
I / We undertake to: 
  
● Support the ABA Child Protection Policy and procedures included in the Child Protection Handbook                             
which is located within the Parent Portal Handbook tab on the ABA website. 
  
● Be present in Muscat, and if we must leave, arrange a caretaker for our child/children, and inform                                   
the school of those arrangements, including emergency contact information, to the Secondary School                         
or Elementary School Main Office. This caretaker must be able to serve in the capacity of in loco                                   
parentis, with full authority to make parental decisions to ensure appropriate supervision and to                           
respond to a medical emergency. 
  
● Share in the responsibility to bring forth information that supports the ABA Child Protection Policy                               
with respect to the “Child Protection Disclosure Flowchart” found in the Child Protection Handbook. 
  
The ABA Child Protection policy works for the child, for the family, and for our community. Research                                 
indicates that international communities are as prone to child abuse as communities in their home                             
country. Child abuse is a multi-faceted issue that involves dynamics of the child, the family, and the                                 
community. The ABA Child Protection Policy works to respond at all three levels. 
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THE ABA WAY  

Roles, Responsibilities and Expectations 

As members of the ABA community, we have a collective responsibility for promoting and maintaining a 
school climate of trust and respect. Through building a strong parent-school partnership, student 
achievement, success, and well-being will be supported.  Shared expectations of respective roles, 
responsibilities and expectations in line with our Mission, Vision and Values, will help ensure that the 
school culture continues to be one where all feel safe and valued. 

 
Members of the ABA community (parents, staff and students) are expected to: 

● Respect the laws of the Sultanate of Oman, the School’s policies*, protocols and procedures**. 
● Embrace the School’s Mission, Vision and Values. 
● Support the School’s curriculum, programming, and pedagogy.  
● Support the Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) and Booster Club in school activities and events 

to enhance our sense of community. 
● Promote and support efforts to maintain safety and security by following procedures or 

directions given 
by the ABA security and traffic staff.  

● Treat all ABA employees, parents and students with civility, honesty, and respect.  
● Presume good intent in communications and take any personal questions, inquiries or 

concerns directly to the person who is responsible or closest to the issue, using the published 
communication guidelines**.  

● Work together with the school employees and other parents, as appropriate, to support the 
academic, social, and emotional plans for students. 

● Attend appropriate meetings/conferences. 
 

Parents 
● Provide a home environment that supports the development of positive learning attitudes and 

habits. 
● Stay informed about your child(ren)’s progress and experience. 
● Attend appropriate school meetings/conferences. 
● Keep up to date with school news through publications, emails, newsletters, and social media. 
● Encourage full attendance and punctuality; please avoid taking family holidays outside school 

holidays. 
● Inform the school of any change of address, email details, or personal circumstances. If you will 

be out of town and your children will be cared for by another person, please provide up to date 
contact information for that person and the dates of your trip. 

 
(Adapted from the following Sources: National Association of Independent Schools, International School of 
Luxembourg, American International School Lusaka) 
* The Policy Manual can be found in the library  ** The Student and Parent Handbooks are kept on the 
website. 

The ABA Way is not intended to be fully definitive or exclusive.  Where specific issues are not addressed 
above, conduct will be judged on the basis of what is morally, legally, or socially acceptable within the 
context of our school.   

In enrolling your child (ren) at ABA, parents should understand and agree to the ABA way. Not doing so 
may lead to the school taking action. If a parent/guardian has engaged in significant or repeated 
violations of this understanding, the School reserves the right to discontinue enrolment or not to 
re-enrol a student. 
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STUDENT INTERNET, EMAIL AND TABLET AGREEMENT (Grades 3-5) 

  
Please discuss this acceptable use agreement with your child before signing. 
When working with my iPad or another device, the internet or email I will: 

● bring my iPad to school each day fully charged 
● keep my iPad in its case when transporting it around, to or from school 
● use my iPad only to support my school learning program 
● only use games approved by my teachers or parents 
● not share via airdrop, email or social media any photos or videos of ABA students 
● keep my passwords private and only share them with my family  
● not give out information such as my name, address, telephone number or parents’                         

details 
● not access another person’s account, folders or passwords 
● always have my teacher’s permission before sending an email 
● compose messages using language that is acceptable at ABA 
● not use email to frighten or annoy other people, or to send chain/spam emails 
● not respond to messages that are unpleasant or that make me feel uncomfortable in                           

any way. 
  

● If I find myself logged into unsuitable Internet sites, I will immediately click on                           
the home or back button and inform a teacher. 

 
These agreements apply to device use at school, on excursions, camps, or during                         
extra-curricular activities. 
  
No Expectation of Privacy 
The School can and does monitor internet access and activity on the School’s network,                           
including but not limited to sites visited, content viewed and email sent and received. The                             
School may examine a student’s personal device and search its contents if there is a reason to                                 
believe that school policies, regulations, or guidelines regarding access to the network or use                           
of the device have been violated. 
  
Consequences of Inappropriate Use 
Students who misuse ABA’s student wireless network will be subject to discipline which may                           
include loss of access to student wireless or all internet access and/or other appropriate                           
disciplinary or legal action in accordance with ABA’s Student Code of Conduct. 
  
I understand that if I do not follow this agreement, I will lose my internet and email access                                   
rights for a period of time or receive other consequences determined by my teacher and the                               
ABA administration. 
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